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October meeting: national fossil day 

By Tom Dill 
 

The DPS will meet next on Wednesday, October 12th, at 7PM Central time, at our normal 

meeting place, the Boonesville Auditorium (Room 125) of the Ellison Miles Building (Bldg 

H) at Brookhaven Campus of Dallas College (3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers 

Branch).  ReBecca Hunt-Foster, paleontologist at Dinosaur National Monument in 

northeast Utah and northwest Colorado, will speak to via Zoom on “Managing and 

Protecting the Paleontological Resources of Dinosaur National Monument”.  The second 

Wednesday of October was designated by the US National Park Service as National 

Fossil Day, to commemorate fossils in our national parks.  The celebration has expanded 

to include events at state (eg Dinosaur Valley State Park) and local (eg Ladonia, Mineral 

Wells) parks as well.  With extensive experience with museums and government, 

ReBecca is very knowledgeable of the importance of fossils in our public lands. 

ReBecca grew up in Mulberry Arkansas, and earned a BS in Earth Sciences from the 

University of Arkansas in Fayetteville in 2003.  This included describing (with James Quinn, posthumously) a new ornithomimosaur 

from the Early Cretaceous Trinity Group of Arkansas.  She then earned an MS in Geology from Texas Tech University in 2005, 

which included research on ceratopsian dinosaur Torosaurus material from the Javelina Formation of the Big Bend area (with 

Thomas Lehman).  She then worked as research assistant at Augusta College (Rock Island, Illinois), collections manager for the 

Museums of Western Colorado in Grand Junction from 2007 to 2012, paleontologist for the Bureau of Land Management in Utah 

from 2013 to 2018, and now park paleontologist for Dinosaur National Monument since 2018.  Her research interests include Early 

Cretaceous ornithomimosaurs of North America, the fauna of the Upper Cretaceous Williams Fork Formation of western Colorado, 

and the ichnofauna (trace fossils, including dinosaur tracks) of the lower Jurassic to lower Cretaceous strata of southeast 

Utah.  Most of the dinosaur track sites in southeast Utah are on public lands, and can be visited with the aid of the field guide 

“Tracking Dinosaurs in BLM Canyon Country, Utah” written by ReBecca, Martin Lockley, and others (one of over 40 publications by 

ReBecca), available for free at https://giw.utahgeology.org/giw/index.php/GIW/article/view/10 

DPS meetings are always free and open to the public.  We invite members to bring food to share, and everyone can bring fossils to 

show (and perhaps ask for identification help).  Remote attendees are welcome to join our Zoom meeting at this link: https://

us06web.zoom.us/j/83765036222 (or start the Zoom app and enter the Meeting ID: 837 6503 6222).  You then need to enter the 

Passcode: 618114.  Of course, please mute your audio until you are ready to speak, especially during the presentation.  You can 

post questions for ReBecca in the chat box, starting with uppercase QUESTION so they are easy to identify, or unmute yourself at 

the end to ask your question directly.  We hope to see you there, either in person or online. 

dallaspaleo.org  Hotline  817-355-4693 

Camarasaurus skull at Dinosaur National 

Monument. 

http://www.dallaspaleo.org/
https://giw.utahgeology.org/giw/index.php/GIW/article/view/10
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83765036222
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83765036222
http://www.dallaspaleo.org
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Opportunity for fossilmania fun: 

Last chance! 

By Kate Fenton 

 
When: Save one or more of these dates: 

October 28-29-30 

 

Where: The Somerville Expo Center in Glen 

Rose, TX of recent dinosaur track fame! 

 

What: Our 40th Fossilmania , one of two annual 

fundraisers 

 

Vendors display a wide variety of interesting 

and beautifully prepared fossils and paleo-

related products and DPS presents speakers 

and field trips each day. There’s an ongoing 

Silent Auction concluded on Sunday. And a 

Raffle of beautiful, unusual and/or rare fossils 

gathered from interesting places. There’s also a 

Kids Corner where fossils and dinosaur related 

activities abound. Hourly drawings for door 

prizes include fossils for adults and fun items for 

the kids. Admission is free. 

 

New this year is a Fossil Swap. For $10 a day, 

you can bring your own fossils &amp; get a parking spot in a designated area devoted to swapping, shopping or sharing 

tips for finding or preparing your fossils. Feel free to set up a table and/or chair, a shade awning, or just open the trunk, the 

hatch back or the tailgate to show off your treasured fossils or all things related to paleontology. We’ve never done a Swap 

before so we encourage you to look at your holdings and decide if you’ve got surplus fossils or related items that you’d like 

to barter for fossils that might round out your collection. Make room for your 2022-2023 treasures! Consider this an 

extension of the Vendors’ show-but it’s outside. 

 

Enrich your life – volunteer! Make some new friends &amp; strengthen your ties with members you’ve already met by 

volunteering an hour or two at the DPS tables. We meet and greet the public, answer questions about DPS, sell a limited 

amount of DPS-related merchandise, hold hourly door prize drawings, lead a few local field trips, host a few speakers, 

manage the Kids Corner, and enjoy the company of other fossil lovers.  

 

Why raise funds? All profits from Fossilmania support the operation of the Dallas Paleontological Society. We undertake 

activities that provide education about paleontology and advance the science of paleontology while enjoying the company 

of others with similar interests. There is strength in numbers! 

 

Interested? Contact Kate Fenton, at VP@dallaspaleo.org to sign up for a couple of hours on Friday, Saturday or 

Sunday. Fossilmania hours are 8-5 on Friday; 9-5 on Saturday and Sunday. 

 

 

2 
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FOSSILMANIA is a wonderful event, with vendors from all over the United States offering fossils from all over the world. 

But, what about those fossils closer to home? I mean REALLY close to home. Like the ones in your closet, on your desk, 

dresser, bookshelf, in your garage, attic, lawn, I mean they really take over a house in no time.  

 

 

 

We’ve all been there. Too many fossils, too little space, am I right? Or maybe you have an abundance of some particular 

fossils that you know you really don’t need that many of. I know I’m not alone in this. So, you have a bunch of fossils but 

no desire to make a business of it. Consider joining our first FOSSILMANIA FOSSIL SWAP.  

Here’s how it will work: 

On Saturday, October 29, and Sunday, October 30 we will be making space available in the parking lot of the expo center 

for you to buy, sell, or trade fossils. You can get a (parking) space for $10 per day, and sell to your heart’s content. There 

are some rules, of course, just head over to the DPS website and find them under the FOSSILMANIA tab.  

We are making this, our 40th FOSSILMANIA Extra Large! Having a bustling parking lot full of activity will encourage 

passersby to go from looky loo to visitor. Join us, reduce and refresh your collection, and Have a great time!  
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Dinosaur valley tracks series: 2 

Photo scrapbook 

By Phil Scoggins 
 

 

 

 

Above Left: Park Ranger Asa helped pump a large ponded area. Above Right: Not knowing the water would be pumped Jill Perez and Glen 

Kuban searching for tracks to build dams around. 

Left (1): Not knowing 

the water could or 

would be pumped 

volunteers built 

dams to uncover 

tracks. 

Left (2): Tom Dill 

Explaining how some 

tracks are in positive 

relief. 

Left (3): The famous 

“man track” is an 

ornithomimid next 

to an 

Acrocanthosaurus 

track. 

Below Left: Philip Scoggins cleaning a track. Below Right: Murray Cohen volunteering. 
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A letter from Glen Kuban 

 
Dear DPS Members, 

I want to thank all the DPS members who helped with recent track work at Dinosaur Valley State Park, especially 

those who worked so long and hard to expose, clean, and map the long “Lone Ranger” trail and nearby tracks in 

the Taylor area.  Without your help, and that of many other volunteers and park staff, we could not have 

accomplished so much in so little time, especially contending with the high heat, rough site conditions, and 

periodic rains.  As many of you know, before heavy rains came and ended the project, the entire long trail (almost 

140 tracks), several trails crossing or near it, including some previously undocumented tracks, were exposed and 

well cleaned – presenting a spectacular sight, and allowing our site maps to be extended and refined 

considerably.  Many photos and videos have been posted on the Friends of DVSP Facebook site and other web 

sites. Others (including me) are still organizing photos will post them soon. I am also planning at least one new 

scientific paper on the long trail and interesting tracks/features on and around it.  If any of you (or others who may 

have come with you) helped with the project but did not sign one of the volunteer lists, please let me know so that 

we can add your names, give you due credit, and let you know of any future developments or opportunities.  I am 

hoping to come back to Glen Rose at the end of October for Fossilmania, and to do more track work if the river is 

low enough. Helpers are always welcome and appreciated! 

 

Thanks again! 

Glen Kuban 

 

A Tribute to Nick Cirincione 

By Genevieve Freix 
 

Nick Cirincione, a longtime member of the Dallas Paleontological Society, died 

on February 4, 2021.  Throughout his life, Nick was dedicated to learning, to 

travel, and to generously donating money, books, and archival materials to 

numerous museums and organizations.  

One of Nick’s favorite learning destinations was the Mammoth Site in Hot 

Springs, South Dakota.  In his will, Nick bequeathed a very large monetary gift to 

the Mammoth Site.  They used the money to add classrooms and equipment to 

their Learning Center. 

On September 13, 2022, the Mammoth Site held a ceremony during which the 

Learning Center building was officially named “The Cirincione Learning Center”.  

Nick would be extremely pleased that his legacy of learning and sharing will 

continue to have a positive impact on the lives of those who use the Cirincione 

Learning Center as they study and conduct research there. 
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Holiday Party and Auction 

By Kate Fenton 

 

Time, Place & Treats:  The Holiday Party is slated for Dec. 14, our regular meeting 

time and place at Brookhaven College, Bldg. H.   Besides a festive dinner of ham, 

traditional green bean casserole and corn pudding, members are invited to bring 

their favorite holiday treats to share.  Drinks and table wear will be provided. 

 

Auction Opportunities:  It’s time to review your fossil stash, paleo equipment, and 

reference.  Donate your duplicates.  In addition, this year you are invited to donate 

experiences for your fellow DPS members to bid on and enjoy!   

• Provide an opportunity for one or more members to bid for a tour of your 

collection! 

• Share a favorite collection site with a lucky bidder and /or a small group of 2-6 

for a mini or major field trip. 

• Demonstrate prep techniques for a lucky bid winner! 

• Host an artistic or esthetic activity that incorporates some of yours or the winner’s fossil finds.  

• Present a mini-session on fossil hunting as a hobby for a group of the winner’s choosing such as your child or 

grandchild’s class at school, a birthday party for kids or adults, scouts, after school groups, a special interest group or 

even his or her neighborhood.1 

 

Think “outside the rock”; think experiences!  Paleo-related experiences are only limited by your imagination so think 

about the upcoming auction and create a unique on-of-a-kind experience for our DPS members to get excited about. 

 

Volunteers are welcome.  Come mingle with your DPS  friends, make some fossil plans for the New Year, and support 

future DPS programming and outreach in the process.  Contact Kate Fenton at VP@dallaspaleo.org to choose a volunteer 

activity you’d enjoy. 

Always stop at bridges! 

By The Steampunk Prospector 
Guest Submission from Florida  

 
Recently, on my way up to Live Oak for the Annual Rockhound Roundup, I stopped for a break at a boat ramp by a 

bridge on the Suwannee River.  

Hal’s W Adam’s Bridge to be exact. It is located on the right side of state road 51 coming 

out of Mayo and headed to Luraville. As per my usual custom, I  wandered down to the 

river and there at the bottom of the boat ramp was this piece of Ocala Limestone just 

peeking up at me through the mud. I decide to excavate it and it turned into a decent sized 

display of late Eocene invertebrate fossils. Very similar to what we use to find at Vulcan 

mine when we had access. For fun, I put it out on my table at the roundup and it sold the 

second day for a whopping 20.00 to a lady who adores it as much as I did. Not bad for at 

all for stopping to stretch my legs,eh?! Stopping at bridges is a hobby of mine and has 

known to turn a simple 6 hour drive into 12 hours when I get too enthusiastic!  

mailto:VP@dallaspaleo.org
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The Dallas Paleontological Society meets the second Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm at Brookhaven College, 
unless we have something special happening that month.  Please check our calendar for exact dates.  Original versions 
of minutes and treasury reports will be available upon requests.  Come meet with us, hear a speaker, learn about pale-
ontology, and bring your unidentified fossils and unique finds to share with the group.  You will be welcome, and we will 
enjoy meeting you.  For a map of our meeting location visit dallaspaleo.org/contact. 
 
No portion of these materials may be reproduced in any form or stored in any system without the written permission of 
the Dallas Paleontological Society © 2022 

   Dallas Paleontological Society Officers, 

Committee Chairs, and Advisors 

 

Elected Offices: 
 President   Estée Easley   president@dallaspaleo.org 
 Vice President   Kate Fenton   vp@dallaspaleo.org 
 Secretary   Genevieve Freix  secretary@dallaspaleo.org 
 Treasurer   Pam Lowers   treasurer@dallaspaleo.org 
 Editor    Laura Peterson  editor@dallaspaleo.org 
 

Chairs: 
 Education Chair  Joseph O’Neil   education@dallaspaleo.org 
 Field Trips Chair  Kim Pervis   fieldtrips@dallaspaleo.org 
 Historian Chair   Bob Williams   historian@dallaspaleo.org 
 Hospitality Chair  [Group Effort]   hospitality@dallaspaleo.org 
 Membership Chair  [Group Effort]   membership@dallaspaleo.org 
 Programs Chair  Tom Dill   programs@dallaspaleo.org 
 Promotions Chair  Roger Farish   promotions@dallaspaleo.org 
 Publications Chair  [Group Effort]    publications@dallaspaleo.org 
 Scholarships Chair  Roland Gooch   scholarships@dallaspaleo.org 
 Website Manager  Linda Farish   webmaster1@dallaspaleo.org 
 Social Media Coordinator Diane N. Tran 
 
 

DPS Advisors:       
 Philip Scoggins, Rocky Manning, Tom Dill, Roger Farish 
 

Professional Advisors: 
 Dr. Tony Fiorillo, SMU Shuler Museum 
 Dr. Louis Jacobs, SMU Shuler Museum 
 Dr. Merlynd Nestell, University of Texas at Arlington 
 Dr. Ron Tykoski, Perot Museum of Nature and Science 

 
The Dallas Paleontological Society was founded in 1984 for the purpose of promoting interest in and knowledge 
of the science of paleontology.  It was intended by the founding members that the Society would be a network for 

the exchange of data between professionals and serious amateurs in this field. 
dallaspaleo.org 

http://www.dallaspaleo.org/events
http://www.dallaspaleo.org/Contact
http://www.dallaspaleo.org
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Dallas Paleontological Society 

PO Box 223846 

Dallas, TX  75222-3846 
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• FOSSILMANIA Details 

• Holiday Party and Auction Preview 

• Dinosaur State Valley Tracks Series 

• And More! 


